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Unit 1-Lesson #6 

Political Scandal in the Court of Public Opinion

Directions:    In the article, Idaho Governors:  Saints and Scoundrels, you learned about two(2) former governor’s of the State of Idaho that left a slightly blemished record in the history books.  I want you to examine these moments of scandal and some more recent scandals and examine the effects these scandals had in the “Court of Public Opinion” and more importantly on the political future of those involved.  You will need to complete each section as requested, but REMEMBER THAT YOUR CRITICAL THINKING RESPONSES WILL BE GRADED ON YOUR ABILITY TO PROVIDE A WELL-THOUGHT, WELL-WRITTEN RESPONSE, NOT NECESSARILY WHETHER OR NOT YOUR OPINION ENDS UP BEING ACCURATE.

Definitions:

Political Scandal:

Public Opinion:

Caleb Lyon(Idaho Governor, 1864-1866)

Governor Lyon was involved in a scandal during his term as Governor for the territory of Idaho prior to officially becoming a state in 1890. Please complete the following questions in a short, 2-5 sentence, response.  Make sure your Critical Thinking responses are completely thought out and well-defended. 

1.
Describe Governor Lyon’s Scandal?

2.
Where did you find this information?

______________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking:  Why was Governor Lyon not punished for his behavior?  Do you think he would have received such little punishment in today’s society?  Why or Why Not? 

George L. Shoup(Idaho Governor, 1889-1890)

Governor Shoup also had some negative interactions  with Native Americans during Idaho’s territorial days.  Please complete the following questions in a short, 2-5 sentence, response.  Make sure your Critical Thinking responses are completely thought out and well-defended.

1.
Describe Governor Lyon’s Scandal?

2.
Where did you find this information?

______________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking:  Do you think Governor Shoup’s relationship with Native Americans was strained because of this?  If you were a Native American during this time how would you have responded to Governor Shoup being appointed as Governor?  Do you think such dishonest practices would be tolerated by citizens today?  PLEASE COMPLETE ON FOLLOWING PAGE.

Larry Craig(Senator(ID), 1991-2008)

Although Senator Craig has been named in some earlier scandalous inquiries he has become nationally known for a political scandal that occurred more recently, 2007.

1.
Describe Senator Craig’s Scandal?

2.
Where did you find this information?

__________________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking:  Do you think this scandal prevented Senator Craig from running for re-election in 2008?  Could there have been a better way for him to address these allegations?  Why do you think this scandal so quickly became a nationally reported news story?

Richard Nixon(President(US), 1969-1974)

Because of this scandal, widely considered the most well-known in American History, President Richard Nixon was forced to resign from the Office of the President of the United States.

1.
Describe President Nixon’s Scandal?

2.
Where did you find this information?

__________________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking?  Do you think it is okay to whatever it takes to win?   With the increased amount of technology are you surprised that we haven’t heard more instances like this happening during elections?  If Richard Nixon ran for the Presidency again, would you vote for him?  Why or Why Not?

Bill Clinton(President(US), 1993-2001)

During Bill Clinton’s presidency a number of scandals presented themselves, but only one nearly cost him everything.  President Clinton was subject to Impeachment proceedings, but he 

was never actually impeached.

1.
Describe President Clinton’s scandal?

2.
Where did you find this information?

________________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking?  Do you think the personal life of a President should be public knowledge?  If you had a vote to impeach President Clinton following these findings how would you have voted?  Should an individual’s behavior determine whether or not they make or made a good President? 

George W. Bush(President(US), 2001-2009)

During his initial campaign for President in 2000 and continuing on throughout his administration, George W. Bush was repeatedly questioned about substance abuse in his earlier years.  Although this information has never been confirmed nor denied by President Bush his legacy will forever be scarred with these allegations.

1.
Describe President’s Bush’s scandal?  Name two(2) different types of substances President Bush has been accused of using “too” much.

2.
Where did you find this information?

___________________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking?  Do you think someone’s past should always come back to haunt them or should people forgive someone of the mistakes of their youth?  How would you like it if every teacher you had from this year on based their opinion of you, and your grade, on what you have done in previous years?  Do you think someone with a prior history of using illegal substances should be allowed to be the President?  Can you count of someone who uses drugs when you need them the most?

Sarah Palin(Vice-Presidential Candidate(US), 2008)

Being the first female to run for President or Vide-President on a major party ticket was a historical milestone.  On the other hand, Sarah Palin was repeatedly attacked about her family values when she was initially named as John McCain’s running mate during the 2008 Presidential Election.

1.
What was the scandal Sarah Palin was involved in?

2.
Where did you find this information?

______________________________________________

3.
Critical Thinking?  Do you think a candidate should be held accountable for problems within their own family.  Did this scandal make Sarah Palin more like the general population?  Should it have even mattered or should people be concentrating on her ability to govern and opposed to her ability to control the behavior of her own family?  Why or Why Not?

